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Restoration clean up day
planned for Gadsden's
Southern Hills Cemetery
(photos, video)

Updated: Jul. 02, 2013, 2:30 p.m. | Published: Jul. 02, 2013, 1:30 p.m.
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By William Thornton | wthornton@al.com

GADSDEN, Alabama -- A group overseeing the restoration of Gadsden's Southern Hills Cemetery has planned a
cleanup day for July 13.

Chari Bostick, with the Grace Heritage Foundation, said the group will be out at the cemetery off Sixth Street from 8
a.m. to Noon, with lunch provided. Anyone wishing to join in should bring hand tools, saws or other implements to

help with the cleanup.

Clean-up begins on mountain of rubbish dumped beside the A34
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"It's a community workday," Bostick said. "We welcome any volunteers who want to come."

The cemetery

was recently added to the Alabama Historic Cemetery Register

though the efforts of the Grace Heritage Foundation. The cemetery is a short walk from where Sixth Street dead-ends
into the Martin Wildlife Park and Bird Sanctuary behind the Gadsden Mall.

The cemetery is one of the last reminders of the Forest Hill community, a predominantly black section of Gadsden. The
cemetery has several names, such as Sixth Street and Sunset, and its earliest headstone is dated 1888. The City of

Gadsden took the land through eminent domain in the 1940s, and the cemetery fell into disrepair.

Bostick said she became involved in helping to restore the cemetery after doing some genealogical research. When she
found a death certificate that listed a burial in the cemetery, she didn't know where it was. Someone who knew its

location showed her.

RECOMMENDED

Alabama automakers alarmed over Chinese cars: ‘Unless things change, we will not survive’ apr. 8, 2026, 9:42 a.m.

Auto supplier announces $9 million Alabama plant, hiring 75 people apr. 8, 2026, 2:54 p.m.

"When I got to the top of the hill, I thought, are you serious?" she remembered. "It broke my heart. Something had to be

done.”
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Some of the graves are covered by brush and hedges. Bostick said she hasn't yet found the grave of the ancestor that

made her discover the cemetery, but she's still working.

Quality of Life will be taking part in the cleanup along with several other organizations. For more information, call
Bostick or Anthony Treadwell at (256) 441-2789.

William Thornton
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since 1993, with experience reporting on local government, education, courts, crime
and sports. His printed and online work has...more

wthornton@al.com X [ ©

v About Us

About Alabama Media Group

Jobs at Alabama Media Group

Advertise with us

About AL.com

Frequently Asked Questions
Accessibility Statement
Contact Us

Online Store

¥ Subscriptions

AL.com

The Birmingham News

The Huntsville Times

Press-Register

Newsletter

https://www.al.com/east-alabama/2013/07/restoration_clean_up_day_plann.html Page 3 of 6


https://www.al.com/staff/Utnaphistim/
https://www.al.com/staff/Utnaphistim/
mailto:wthornton@al.com
https://x.com/billineastala
https://www.linkedin.com/in/william-thornton-83331635/
https://www.facebook.com/william.thornton.56
https://www.instagram.com/billineastala
https://www.alabamamediagroup.com/
https://recruiting.adp.com/srccar/public/RTI.home?d=AdvanceLocalExternalCareerSite&_icx=v02ZsMTPY_LQo6hbpkDniI0FzFJz7J43nXnFlnAcWU8XAy6LiUbeI6WAp1a5Fu%2FsKAO&c=2171807&_dissimuloSSO=VClngbTXrKk:qUSwy7uvpL4QGVfTVDLf8A8x-Ns
https://www.alabamamediagroup.com/services/
https://www.alabamamediagroup.com/
https://www.al.com/digitalsubscription/faq/
https://www.al.com/accessibility/
https://www.alabamamediagroup.com/contact/
https://alonlinestore.com/
https://www.al.com/subscribe/
https://www.al.com/digitalsubscription/lede/bham/
https://www.al.com/digitalsubscription/lede/hunt/
https://www.al.com/digitalsubscription/lede/mob/
https://subscription.al.com/newsletters/

Restoration clean up day planned for Gadsden's Southern Hills Cemetery (photos, video) - al.com 4/14/26, 11:49 AM

¥ Already a Subscriber
Manage your Subscription
Place a Vacation Hold

Make a Payment

Delivery Feedback

¥ AL.com Sections
All News

Business News

Sports

All High School Sports
All Life & Culture

Opinion

Obituaries
Jobs

Autos

¥ Your Regional News Pages
Anniston/Gadsden

Birmingham

Huntsville
Mobile
Montgomery.
Tuscaloosa

Gulf Coast Beaches

¥ On the Go
Mobile Apps
Tablet Apps

https://www.al.com/east-alabama/2013/07/restoration_clean_up_day_plann.html Page 4 of 6


https://myaccount.al.com/Securepage/dashboard.aspx
https://myaccount.al.com/securepage/VacationStop.aspx
https://myaccount.al.com/SecurePage/Payment.aspx
https://myaccount.al.com/securepage/MissedPaper.aspx
https://www.al.com/news/
https://www.al.com/business/
https://www.al.com/sports/
https://www.al.com/highschoolsports/
https://www.al.com/life/
https://www.al.com/opinion/
https://www.al.com/obituaries/
https://www.al.com/jobs/
https://autos.al.com/
https://www.al.com/anniston-gadsden/
https://www.al.com/birmingham/
https://www.al.com/huntsville/
https://www.al.com/mobile/
https://www.al.com/montgomery/
https://www.al.com/tuscaloosa/
https://www.al.com/beaches/
https://www.al.com/mobile-device/
https://www.al.com/mobile-device/

Restoration clean up day planned for Gadsden's Southern Hills Cemetery (photos, video) - al.com 4/14/26, 11:49 AM

¥ Follow Us
Pinterest
Twitter

Facebook

¥ Customer Service
Send us an email
Submit a news tip

Buy newspaper front pages, posters and more

¥ More on AL.com
Videos

Weather News

Site Map & search
Sponsor Content
Post a job

Newspapers.com Archive

Privacy Policy | User Agreement | Ad Choices

Use of and/or registration on any portion of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement, (updated 8/1/2024) and
acknowledgement of our Privacy Policy, and Your Privacy Choices and Rights (updated 1/1/2026).

© 2026 Advance Local Media LLC. All rights reserved (About Us).
The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with the prior written
permission of Advance Local.

Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site.

YouTube's privacy policy is available here and YouTube's terms of service is available here.

Ad Choices

https://www.al.com/east-alabama/2013/07/restoration_clean_up_day_plann.html Page 5 of 6


https://www.al.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.al.com/user-agreement/
https://www.al.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top
https://pinterest.com/aldotcom/
https://www.twitter.com/aldotcom/
https://www.facebook.com/aldotcom/
https://instagram.com/thisisalabama/
https://www.al.com/arc/outboundfeeds/rss/?outputType=xml
https://www.alabamamediagroup.com/contact/
https://www.alabamamediagroup.com/contact/
https://alonlinestore.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/aldotcom/videos
https://www.al.com/weather/
https://www.al.com/search/
https://www.al.com/sponsor-content-index/?prx_adpz=1111
https://jobs.al.com/AdminNet/Employer/Marketing/3315
https://archives.al.com/?utm_campaign=footer&utm_source=web
https://www.advancelocal.com/
https://www.al.com/user-agreement/
https://www.al.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.al.com/privacy-policy/#rights_top
https://www.al.com/aboutus/
https://www.al.com/communityrules/
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://www.youtube.com/t/terms
https://www.al.com/privacy-policy/#oba_top

